LIBERTARIAN PARTY BALLOT ACCESS ACTION REPORT

Libertarian National Committee meeting

Alexandria, Virginia
March 1-2, 2014
Dear Colleagues:

If we lived in a nation with just election laws, we wouldn’t have to pursue ballot access.  Unfortunately, that is not the case.  The following memo addresses petitioning opportunities for the LNC in 2014, and through 2016.

I want to thank Bob Johnston, LP of Maryland Chair and an Independent Contractor to the LNC, for his work in contacting various state parties and their Chairs, and his preparation of the table that is a part of this report, and Richard Winger and Paul Frankel for their assistance in updating this report.
We currently have ballot access in the following 32 states (plus DC):  AK, AZ, AR, CA, CO, DE, FL, GA, ID, IN, HI, KS, LA, MD, MI, MS, MO, MT, NE, NV, NM, NC, ND, OH, OR, SC, SD, TX, UT, VT, WV & WY.  This assumes that all paperwork will be filed on a timely basis.
Current petition drive updates:

States in which we could be circulating a petition in 2013 or 2014 are:
AL:  Petitioning (not subsidized by the LNC) has been ongoing for local candidates in AL.  Since the December 2013 LNC meeting, the EC encumbered $12,500 of LNC funds to complete sufficient petitioning to allow the LPAL to run one US House candidate, about ten State House candidates, and several score candidates for lower offices in 2014.  The petition contract with Paul Frankel has been circulated to the LNC, but it has not been approved.  Accordingly, none of the $12,500 has yet been spent by the LNC.
The AL legislature has, historically, been horrible on ballot access, and it might behoove us to get a candidate on for US House to send a message and to help develop the LPAL.  There has been only one LPAL candidate for public office (other than President) after 2002.
In AL, no Democrat is running for four (4) statewide offices in 2014:  US Senator, Supreme Court Justice (a partisan office), Public Service Commissioner Seat One and Public Service Commissioner Seat Two.  Also, the AL House Elections Committee has passed HB 327, lowering the number of signatures from 44,829 to 22,415.  If it passes it will take effect immediately.  The petition deadline is June 3, 2014.  The vote test is 20% for any statewide office.  If the bill passes we should consider petitioning in Alabama this year.  In 2000, there were two Alabama races with no Democrat in a statewide race.  We were on the ballot as a party that year and we got over 20% for one of them.  If we got at least 20% in one of those four elections this year, we would retain ballot status through 2016, at which time we would likely be in some more two-way elections.  Also in 2012, in the three states in which we were in two-way statewide races, we got 34% in Georgia, 43% in Montana, and 22% in Texas.
IL:  The LPIL request for funds from the LNC is $66,500.  I have not asked the EC yet to encumber funds for IL, but, if that is going to be done (either by the EC or the LNC), it needs to be done by March 2, as the start date of the IL petition drive is Tuesday, March 25, and the drive lasts only 90 days.  I (Bill Redpath) will be in Illinois from Memorial Day 2014 through the following Friday to work as a volunteer on this petition drive, hopefully doing petitioning.
MA:  If the LPMA runs for a minor statewide office (Attorney General, Secretary of the Commonwealth, Treasurer or Auditor) and earns at least 3% of the vote (which is highly likely) in 2014, the LPMA would be ballot qualified for 2016.  It would take only a 5,000 valid sig petition drive for one of these offices.  LPMA Chair Dave Blau thinks this would be good to do and requests $10,000 from the LNC for successful completion of the petition drive. 

NH:  Governor and US Senate candidates can get on in 2014 with Independent petitions for 3,000 valid sigs each.  If either candidate would receive at least 4% of the vote, the LP would get party status again in NH.

NM:  If the LP completed an 6,018 valid sig petition drive for a candidate for statewide office, and that candidate got at least 5% of the vote in November 2014, the LPNM would be entitled to its own primary, and we would no longer have to complete such arduous candidate petitions to run candidates for office in NM (except President, which requires zero sigs).  We got 8.5% for Land Commissioner in 1998.  There are about seven “low level” statewide offices in NM in 2014, and the petition deadline is in late June 2014.  We would also need to increase our voter registration percentage to 0.3333333%.  We now have about 3,541 voter registrations in NM, and we would need to increase that number by about 625.
I have spoken with LPMN Chair Mike Blessing, but he does not know of someone in the LPNM who wants to run for one of these “low level” statewide offices.

NY:  There will be a 15,000 valid sig petition for our statewide candidates (including Governor) in 2014.  Our Governor candidate in 2010, Warren Redlich, received 48,386 votes for Governor.  Gary Johnson got 47,256 votes for President in New York in 2012.  50,000 votes are needed to retain ballot status for the next four years.  LPNY Chair Mark Axinn says that LPNY plan includes volunteer petitioning, and (as I recall) $10,000-15,000 of LPNY funds.  He says that $25,000-30,000 from the LNC will be needed to successfully complete this petition drive.  The drive occurs during a six week period from about July 10 to about August 20.
OK:  Richard Prawdzienski is filing as an independent for Governor of Oklahoma in 2014, so in a sense we will be "on" the ballot in Oklahoma this year.  He just needs a filing fee and it isn't too high.  He will be the first Libertarian on the ballot for Governor of Oklahoma in history, but without a “Libertarian” label.
PA:  Ken Krawchuk got the LPPA nomination for Governor, and Henry Haller got the nomination for Lt. Governor on 2/22/2014.  The results of those elections will not qualify the LPPA for the 2016 ballot.  We need to do a petition in 2016.  About 16,625 valid sigs will be needed on the 2014 petition.  The LPPA will attempt to do this on an all volunteer basis, with the petition drive starting on March 12, 2014 and ending on August 1, 2014.  Emphasis will be put on Primary Day petitioning on Tuesday, May 20.  We can assess the situation after Primary Day to see if paid petitioning will be needed in PA.  I attended the LPPA convention on 2/22/2014 and told the delegates not to expect financial help for the petition drive from the LNC this year
VA:  Rob Sarvis, the 2013 Governor nominee, got the LPVA nomination for US Senate in 2014.  10,000 valid sigs would be needed, with ballot retention if that candidate received 10% of the vote.  I do not think the LNC should subsidize this drive, given that vote percentage retention requirement.
WI:  I intend to work with the LPWI Chair to lobby to make a minor change to the law that would get the LPWI ballot status (the Constitution Party has ballot status now because they got over 1% for US Senate in 2010, and the LP got over 1% for US Senate in 2012, but only the vote for President applies in Presidential election years).  If that does not work, we would have to do 2,000 valid sigs on a separate petition for each office, but if we got 1% for Governor/Lt. Governor, or Secretary of State, or Treasurer or Attorney General, the LP would have ballot status for the next four years in WI. 

2014 Summary:  IL for $66,500, plus NY for $25,000-30,000, plus MA for $10,000 equals $101,500-106,500, plus the $12,500 encumbered for AL equals $114,000-119,000.  The Ballot Access expense budget for 2014 currently stands at $120,900, which would allow $1,900-6,900 for other uses during the year.
2016 Petitioning:

AL:  5,000 valid sig petition for Independent for President that cannot start until Memorial Day 2016, as there is no substitution for President or VP in Alabama.  Early September 2016 deadline.

CT:  7,500 valid sigs in 2016 for President.  The LPCT is working with the ACLU to possibly litigate the out-of-state petitioner ban in CT.  This drive will likely need some subsidization from the LNC.

IA:  1,500 valid sigs in 2016 for President.  This needed LNC subsidization in 2012.
KY:  5,000 valid sigs for President in 2016, with a petition that can start to circulate the day after Election Day 2015.  There is a US Senate race in KY in 2014, but ballot status cannot be gained through the results of that election.

ME:  4,000 valid sig petition for Independent for President that cannot start until Memorial Day 2016, as there is no substitution for President or VP in Maine.

MN:  2,000 valid sig petition for President in 2016.  This needed LNC subsidization in 2012.
NJ:  800 valid sigs in 2016 for President.  Unfortunately, this required LNC subsidization in 2012.  And, it is my understanding that the LPNJ could not get the 800 valid sigs needed for the recent US Senate election in NJ.  In my opinion, the LPNJ has some bad habits in the operation of its petition drives, and I will work with the LPNJ Chair in 2016 or before to change that.
OK:  Unless something changes through litigation or lobbying, this will be a 40,000+ sig petition drive.

RI:  1,000 net sigs for a Presidential petition.  The LPRI needed LNC help for this petition in 2012.

TN:  Because the TN ballot access law has been found to be unconstitutional, the LP may be a ballot qualified party in TN, just as has been the case in OH over the past few years.  If not, it is 275 net sigs for a Presidential petition.  The LPTN needs to work to get this done well ahead of the deadline in 2016, not let it go to a last day fire drill, as in 2012.
VA:  In 2016, VA will require only 5,000 valid sigs for a Presidential petition.  I do not know if this can be done totally volunteer or if the LPVA will have funds for this, as the LPVA’s cash minus liabilities now is only about $9,000.  Some small LNC subsidization may be necessary.

WA:  The LPWA handled the Presidential petition on its own in 2012, and I anticipate that it will do so again in 2016.
