






February 2014


TO the LNC: 
From the Libertarian Party of Ohio and Chairman Kevin Knedler 

Ohio LP wins another ballot access court battle with Ohio.

     On January 7, the US District Court ruled that the LP and other minor parties could remain on the ballot for the 2014 election cycle in Ohio, including a party primary. This was a result of the case LPO vs SOS Husted after Senate Bill 193 was passed.  The new law, which was 100% driven by the Republican Party, passed in November and would have stripped away primaries and ballot access for minor parties in 2014, unless they went back out and petitioned for new access. The issue was the lateness in the decision of the Ohio Assembly and that the law would go into effect on February 5, the same day the candidates were to file their petitions. But it didn’t stop there, as the State of Ohio appealed the decision to the Sixth Circuit Court.  On January 15 the Sixth Circuit Court ruled they would not expedite the case, which makes it very likely that minor parties will be able to have primaries and be on the November ballot in Ohio.  

   Further attacks on our candidates continued since February 24.  Even though petitions are certified, in Ohio a party member can challenge a candidate petition.  Sounds odd, but our members are determined by voting in a party primary and a “Trojan horse” could be in wait.  Our candidate for Governor and Attorney General were both challenged by supposed party members.  We believe some of the challengers are not registered with the LP in Ohio. But some are registered. We have a hearing on Monday, March 3 to review the case and give testimony.  We had one Ohio House candidate challenged also. This happens to be our best funded candidate.  I have never seen such behavior from a major political party. 
Ohio LP State Convention is March 7 to March 9.

     The State Convention will be held at the DoubleTree Hotel on the North side of Columbus, Ohio. The convention will feature speakers, workshops, annual business reports, annual awards, and the Saturday night banquet featuring speaker and journalist Ben Swann.  Full details and registration is on the home page of www.lpo.org 
For more information on the Ohio party, go to www.lpo.org or send an email to info@lpo.org
Respectfully request that the LNC Chair consider giving a “state of the Party” type short review during a business session on Friday or Saturday.  Give the body a powerpoint review of our successes, wins, and yes some challenges.  It’s good to give the report and allow members to feel engaged.   We do same thing each year at the business meeting for Ohio LP. 
